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e yers al Bewn State Ll vl e paevsil of @ degroe in Horticultune

with an emphasis on Lamdscaps Architedture gave rme much mane Lhan an edsca-

tion, The imaluable expenienca | gained a5 3 stedent &t Penn State includas not

anly Organic Chemistry. Bischamistry, and grueling hours spant in design classes,
but also relationzhip-building skills with professors, students, and mommates, The Pann
State experiance provided me with the skills and knowledae neessary to conoeive Designs
far Greener Gardens, Inc.. 5 fina gardanirg and design company specializing in the cnaation
of eco-sensitive artistic gardens,

One snowy [anuary day | received an e-rmiail offer s me the opportunity ta participate in
Home and Garden Television (HOTY) Londscoper's Choflenge, With nothing to lose and much
o @ain, members of our Gregner Gardens team filed the necessary application complete
with picturas and credentials for the preliminary selection process. Within weeks we learned
that my husband. Pierre Moitrier. and | would appear on national television as one of three
landscape contracting companies competing towin the Lomdscoper s Choliemge, My “fiftean
minutes of fame” had arrived!

The show proceeds [ike this: The thres designers competing to win the challenge meet
individualby with the client, create a full-scale desian, and then present the design to the
client, all while being filmed. The client selects tha winner. who creates the design for the
nationally tefevised show, The entira process utilized many of the scademic and relation-
ship-building skills | acquired at Penn S5tate, fram the initial meeting ta the creation of the
design, thru the application of the appropriate horticuttural technigues to the wse of proper
speaking skills for the camara,



Dnicie wie Made pessonal contact with
the hormegwners, the dient’s dream was
expressed and e site analysis data was
collected, The challenge began!

The homesramers desined an outdoor living
aréa with a trogecal ambiance, an outooar
kitchen, a view of the Chesapeake Bay, a
bt bub, and & low maintenance Qarden.
Thiry weanted their outdaor [ving area 1o

be cormfartable for a few guests, yet easily
wapandable for more than 100 guests. The
wxisting landscape of the 7500-sguare-fook
property, lacated adjacent to the Chasa-
puake Bay, weas nol ecologically sensitive
bcause 30 pergent of the surfaces wene
impervious. Competing against two larper
landscape contracling companies, our
Grieenér ardens Bayside Larden design won
the challenge. The deskan’s tropical ambi-
ance, multilunctiongl enlerLaining areas,
wrwiranrentslly Sentitive constuction, and
our persanal connectisn wath the clients
wiar Lhe bome-owners’ haarls.

Crization of the garden began with cameras
rdling, The existing ten inches of impend-
ous pira eravel was reused o create a raiged,
recychid Bleestone terrace providing a veew
of the Chesapeake Bay, a place for the hot
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tub, easy access from the indoor kitchen ta
the outdoor kitchen, and a place to gather
Placement af the outdoor kitchen created a
hub wihere burgers can be flipped, beveragas
can be served, and mingling can ooour,
Elevation changas and a variety of surfaces
make this small cutdoor living space feel
intimate. yet appear large. A handorafted,
rustic arbor of native grown eastern red
cedar (Junipenes wirginiama) helps define
indiwidual garden reoms. Garden beds are
filled with & variety of cabarful blooming
native plants, a few sxotics, and even a
touch of the tropics with the hardy banana,
Muso beslog.

The Pann State experience still shapes and
affects my daiky life, both personally and
profassionally. Beywand the practical and
technical skills acguired at Penn State, the
interpersonal skills | learned durng college
halp me deal with and win professional
challenges every day.
They cartainly came in
handy when my “fiftesn
minutes af fame" arrived
out af the blue!




